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MarTEL stands for ‘The International Standards for
Maritime English’ developed through the support of
the European Union’s Leonardo Lifelong Learning
Programme. MarTEL has been designed to test
mariners’ Maritime English through a series of online
tests designed to cater for seafarers of different ranks
and types.

There are three different phases:

e Phase 1 - Cadet level
e Phase 2 - Officer level
e Phase 3 - Senior Officer Level

At Phases 2 and 3 the testing is split into two
categories: Deck officers and Marine Engineering
Officers. This is necessary due to the diversity
between the occupations and the level of skills needed
for each role.

Each Phase consists of

e Test

e Study Guidelines

e Study Unit

e Teacher’s handbook
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Each standard has been approved by
BTEC/EDEXCEL

Test takers who pass their test will receive an
EDEXCEL certificate to certify that they are competent
to a specific level in Maritime English and thus able to
communicate sufficiently onboard a ship with a
multinational crew. This will help to reduce the large
number of accidents at sea caused by poor
communication.

MarTEL is at the forefront of research in the field of
Maritime English but is always looking to find new
ways to improve. The standards have incorporated
research by top Maritime English experts as well as
their own MarTEL team of researchers.

The MarTEL test is available to Maritime Companies
and Maritime Institutions worldwide.

*Edexcel is the UK’s largest awarding body offering academic and vocational
qualifications. Edexcel operates in over 110 countries, offering the widest range of
academic and vocational qualifications, with more than two million people studying
for their qualifications in over 7000 centres annually



